
Meaning, sense and informativity in the poetic language

Any language is created for communication purposes, but the sense we should 

represent through linguistic signs is much wider. So, one of the main logical postulates 

says: there is no direct correspondence between language structures and structures of 

thinking. Therefore a word is not related directly with its meaning. From this point of 

view, poetry is the unique material for investigation complex interaction between word 

(linguistic sign), word meaning, sense and informativity in a cognitive aspect.

Poetry is a special sphere of language functioning. It is able to produce a special 

sense. Poetry fixes various results of complex human spiritual experience in a discrete 

form of the poetic text. Poetic language is opposed to the utilitarian everyday language 

and has the ability to represent the deep, unexpected sense of the word.

While reading the poetic text we do not expect to get some objective information, 

therefore poetic text reveals a special relationship of sense and informativity. There are 

three main phenomena under consideration - meaning, sense, informativity. 

Meaning is important, especially for ordinary language, as objectively reflects the 

system of relationships in the objective world, it contains/fixes a stable component of 

the  collective  knowledge.  Sense  -  a  unique  individual  understanding  of  the  word, 

separated from the objective system of relations associated with a particular moment 

and situation. Sense for us - the set of various possible interpretations of the poetic text 

or its fragment, which is not only a sum of meanings of its components and elements, 

but  itself  can  direct  reader’s  thought.  The  poetic  sense  is  formed  as  a  result  of 

consecutive actualizing words’ meanings.  Meaning is only one part of the linguistic 

concept. Sense actualizes the definite meanings of the words, which is determined by 

the situation and context. 

Poetic language gives us an example of special interaction between sense and 

information  and  it  has  special  ways  of  forming  complex  impression  from  reading 

poetry.  We  need  to  distinguish  sense  and  informational  content  in  the  poetic  text. 

Through the development of  special  methods of  analysis  necessary it  is  possible  to 

resolve the question of ways and mechanisms of formation of the poetic sense. Appeal 

to the poetic text in clarifying the nature of meaning and information content suggests 



that both are the result of certain relationships. On the one hand, the text corresponds 

with  objective  reality.  On  the  other  hand,  it  relates  to  the  apprehensive  person, 

individual mind. Informational component of the poetic text (informativity) is forming 

on the base of the relationship with reality; the sense of the text is born as a result of the 

relationship with the individual mind (Table 2.). 

Table 2 

Variations in correlation between scope of knowledge and ways of interpretation 

of knowledge in the person’s mind is the source of the providing the infinite variety of 

ways of understanding and different senses. Moreover, language itself has the potential 

for giving rise to some new senses. But poetic sense is a result of interpretive ability of 

individual mind.

poetic text

personobjective reality

informativity sense


